


Ready To Recycle

An increasing number of universities are
recycling the masses of waste produced by
food services and other campus activity and
creating more efficient resources. Last year
Colorado State University in Fort Collins
began collecting the cooking oil waste from
residence hall dining services to turn into
biodiesel fuel and has now established a
fluid process of disposing of the dining waste
in a productive manner.

The university also promotes recycling
during moving periods. For move-ins, CSU
collects tons of cardboard by setting out
“cardboard corrals" and stationing volunteers
around the residence halls to assist in the
collection. Go to www.housing.colostate.edu/
green for more on CSU's projects, including
their annual Leave-it-Behind Program, which
donates to charity a magnitude of unwanted
items left by the students.

Willamette University in Salem, Oregon,
continuously recycles waste from most
material categories, including all recoverable
wood, metal, grease, oil, refrigerants, and
containers. Removed carpeting and furniture
is also disposed of in a productive manner.
Explore Willamette University's extensive
sustainability Web site at www.willamette.
edu/about/sustainability.

Taking the LEED

Institutions are becoming increasingly
competitive in green construction. Spelman
College in Atlanta, Georgia, is currently
constructing the first green residential

hall to obtain Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) certification
in the state. Certification in the Green
Building Rating System requires designers
to consider five significant areas of human
and environmental well being, including
sustainable site development, water savings,
energy efficiency, materials selection, and
indoor environment quality.

Pacific University in Forest Grove, Oregon,
is reaching for an LEED Gold rating for their

The 161-bed building is equipped with high-
efficiency windows and lighting systems,
energy-saving appliances, low-flow water
fixtures, and more. The Gold rating would
be the first achieved on the West Coast. For
additional information illustrating the hall's

construction, go to www.pacificu.edu/news.

newest residence hall, built in August 2006.

What are you doing to promote
sustainability on your campus?

Send us your projects, programs,
and initiatives for future inclusion

in the Talking Stick, other ACUHO-|
publications, or our Web site. E-mail
us at talkingstick@acuho-i.org.

Be a part of an exciting community of
learners this summer.

Apply to be a Dean of Residential Life.
www.cty.jhu.edu/summer
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For Our Future

to a Web site where students in
campus housing can see their own
building’s energy consumption

in nearly real time. Data for each
housing unit in the system can be
seen in hourly, daily, and monthly
views and can be compared with
campus-wide averages and history.

* As a result, competition has sprung
up between the housing units to see
who can reduce energy consumption
the most, with an ice cream party
awarded to the housing unit with the
greatest energy conservation. The
Oberlin system, funded in part by
grants from the EPA, was developed
in collaboration with the Lucid Design
Group, which is now making the
system commercially available.

There are many other ways to
engage students in sustainability
activities in campus housing.
Recycling is probably the activity
with which most campus housing
operators are familiar. Many campus
recycling programs were started by
students in their own housing units
and subsequently spread to the rest of
the campus. Although recycling may
not seem as exciting or cutting edge as
some other efforts, it must be a core
activity of any sustainability program.
Recycling is an opportunity to
encourage students to become aware
of their own use of materials and to
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Snapshots ofi the Resource Monitoring System at Oberlin
College. Students can view their building's energy
consumption and see where they rank in the campus'
competition to, be the biggest energy saver.

begin to understand where materials
come from and go to.

It is shocking to realize that
of all the material that comes into
our economy, only about 1 percent
remains there six months later.
Engaging students in recycling
programs and using that engagement
to broaden their thinking into the
larger perspective of sustainability
is an efficient way of fostering
sustainability programs on campus.

Sustainability is ultimately
not about recycling or energy
conservation or any of the other
myriad components of a campus
sustainability program. Rather, it is
about fundamentally restructuring
economies and attitudes about the
relationships between people and the
world. If a sustainable world is to be
achieved, campuses need to become
laboratories in which the future is
invented. The first steps to this future
are occurring at campuses around the
world, but the journey will be a
long one. @

Tom Kimmerer is Executive Director of
the Association for the
Advancement of Sustainability
in Higher Education.
{http://www.aashe.org)
E-mail: tom@aashe.org

Coming in our July/August issue:

= Women in the housing profession

* Keeping contractors on track during facility construction

And many more issues of importance to college and university housing professionals.

Does the Talking Stick reach enough of your staff? Call (614) 292-0099 or e-mail talkingstick@acuho-i.org
for information about additional membership subscriptions.
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